January 2, 2022

Service Online
Sunday Morning
Www.downsumc.org
In Person at 9:30am

FINAL MILE CAMPAIGN
Construction Pledges
$472,391
Mortgage Pledges
$223,197
Total Pledges
$695,588
Pledge Amounts Received

$572,795

Remaining Pledges to Collect

$122,793

Thank you everyone for your commitment to this project.
Please send any pledge updates to edwards@scbloomington.com

Last Sunday’s in person attendance

42

4 Week average giving

$5162

Weekly Need

$4026

I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the
house of the Lord!
—Psalm122:1—

309-378-2651
www.downsumc.org

Reverend Ken Burgard
pastor@downsumc.org

Next Gen Ministries
All school age youth (K-12)
and children are welcome to
be a part of our NextGen
ministries.

We are so glad you are worshiping with us
in person and on line!

We would love to know who has joined us on
line, so help us take church attendance by
sending an email with the subject “Present”.
Those joining us in person, please sign in
on the attendance pads that will be passed in
each row.

Nursery:

is located to the right as you exit the sanctuary through
the double doors. It is at the far end of the fellowship hall.

Restrooms:

Can be reached by exiting the sanctuary through
the back left door as you face the stage. They are right by the
Nursery.

Children’s Church is designed for K-3rd
Graders. We will meet in Classroom #1 or
the Youth Room. They will meet Kyle at
the front of the Worship Center and head
out after the Doxology (so they’ll meet
during the Scripture Reading, Sermon and
Closing Song/Benediction). Parents can
then pick up their children after the service
is finished.

At NextGen your students
will share in a relevant Bible
Study for their age, and a
host of fun activities.
NextGen Kids (K-3rd)– meeting on Tuesday nights,
at 6pm.
NextGen Middle (4th-6th)– meeting on Thursday
nights, at 6pm.
NextGen Junior High (7th-8th) – meeting weekly
on Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:00.
NextGen High School – meeting weekly on
Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:00.
Covid Precautions: Masks will be continually worn
while meeting inside, and there will be social
distancing to the best of our ability. When there is a
chance to meet outside we often do so. The
Facebook page and our church website will be
updated with any updates that need to be shared.

Today & This Week
Sun 1/2

8:30am

9:30am
10:45am
Mon 1/3

Adult Sunday School in
Youth Room
Worship & Live Streaming
Swap Room Open

OFFICE CLOSED
5:30pm
Trustee Meeting
6:00pm
Boy Scouts in Youth Room

Tues 1/4

6:00pm

Next Gen K-3

Wed 1/5

4:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm

Journey Group in Chapel
Choir Practice in Chapel
Next Gen Jr/Sr High

Thurs 1/6 6:00pm
6:30pm
Sat 1/8
4:30-7pm
Sun 1/9
8:30am
9:30am
10:30am
10:45am
4:00pm

Next Gen 4th-6th
Worship Team on Stage
Fellowship Hall In Use
Adult Sunday School in Youth
Room
Worship & Live Streaming
Children’s Church
Wesleyan Covenant Question/
Answer
Swap Room Open
Bible Study in Chapel

~~~

ALL meetings and groups using the facility need to
schedule through the office at office@downsumc.org or
309-378-2651
Please don’t assume meeting space will be available, or
that verbal okays from anyone else will guarantee your
spot. Thank you in advance for your help with this.
Should plans change and your ministry doesn’t meet
please let the office know.

January 2, 2022
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude
Hymns: Good Christian Men Rejoice

Shout to the Lord

Covenant Renewal Liturgy
Hymn: Come Let Us Use the Grace Divine
Prayer
Offertory/Doxology
Children’s Church
1 Peter 1:3-9
Message by Rev. Ken Burgard

Our Covenant With God

Covenant Renewal Service

Communion
Now Thank We All Our God
Benediction

KENTUCKY TORNADO RESPONSE

HEALTH & HEALING:
Ron Terven; Yvonne Rosenow; Axel Riordan; Robert &
Ruth Christmas; Mary Romine; Scott Romine; William
Shives; Lori Roland; Gary Adkisson; Barb Jones; Pastor
Curt Rush; John Werner; Weichman Family
WISDOM: Axel Riordan Family; Kinder Family; Deb
Bricker
We have an active prayer chain at Downs UMC and we
believe in the power of prayer. If you would like your name
added to the prayer list or the prayer chain please follow the
instructions below. God hears us when we pray, and blesses
us with His answers to prayer.
To be added to the prayer list (for ongoing requests)
please send information to prayerrequest@downsumc.org
or call the office at 378-2651. Please be sure to mention if
permission has been granted to publish each individual’s
name.
To be added to the prayer chain (for urgent or timesensitive requests) please send an email to
office@downsumc.org.
To be a member of the prayer chain and be notified of a
prayer request, please let the office know that you would like
to be included in that group email.

Persons wishing to give to disaster relief please write a
check to Downs UMC and make a memo that it is for
Kentucky Response. You can also give online at: https://
advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-responseand-recovery.aspx
Taught by both
pastor and youth
minister, this class
is open to all
students 7th grade
and older. It covers
the basics of the
Christian faith, and
youth are able (if
interested) to join the church after completion. Begins with a
parent meeting on January 23 at 10:30 AM.
The Swap Room continues to have great
success! Have you visited the Swap Room yet?
You can donate to the church clean and gently
used items that your family is done with (stuff
like: small furniture, home decor, toys, games,
linens, kitchenware, small electronics, sports or
exercise equipment, knick-knacks, DVD's,
books, etc.). Church members can shop there by making
a donation for whatever they pick up.
The Swap Room is open on Sundays 10:45am until
noon. Please come browse as the items will change
each week. You can also drop items off at this time.
Have questions, use the following email address:
swaproom@downsumc.org

January 9th Q/A with the
Wesleyan Covenant Association
The United Methodist Church General Conference (the
main governing body of our denomination) is scheduled
to meet August 29 – September 6th of 2022. One key
piece of legislation that is before them is called the
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through
Separation, which would split the denomination and
according to the UM News service “opens the door for
new denominations to break away with property and
church funds.” At Downs UMC we have not discussed
this much recently because the Pandemic has put any
progress on these denominational discussions on hold,
and locally we have been called to work on the building
project and bring it to completion.
We have, however, worked to keep you informed when
significant events occur and this chance to hear from the
Wesleyan Covenant Association is another such
opportunity. The WCA “connects Spirit-filled, orthodox
churches, clergy, and laity who hold to Wesleyan
theology” (from their own website). As a group they are
in support of the protocol of separation that may be voted
on this coming year. After the worship service on
January 9th, you’ll have an opportunity to hear from one
of their members and ask your questions.
If you would like to read up in preparation for the
meeting,
visit umc.org umnews.org or wesleyancovenant.org

What is the Soul
Gym? Well, it’s a
chance to practice
what we in the church
call the spiritual
disciplines. We are
hoping to gather a
group of likeminded
Christians who want
to share in faith development, light accountability, and all with
upbeat and encouraging tone (which may account for the cheesy
name). In 6 weeks of the program you’ll do a deep dive into four
of the classic Christian spiritual disciplines.


Bible Study – together we will read and discuss the gospel of
Mark



Prayer – take your prayer game past listing requests and into
a relationship with God



Simplicity – invite the Holy Spirit into both your schedule
AND your storage room.



Worship – reclaim a most ancient art (personal and
corporate) that has been greatly stressed by the pandemic.

A word about results: All joking about workouts aside, growth in
faith actually isn’t exactly like doing sit ups. Spiritual effort does
not always directly yield the kind of results that diet and exercise
do. Instead what you will have accomplished is this: You will
have practiced tried and true techniques that can help put you in a
place where you can better recognize, receive, and reciprocate
the very grace of God. You will have spent intentional time
getting to know the Lord using methods that have worked for
2000 years worth of Christians, all while meeting some other
local Christians interested in the same thing. While it might not
give you immediate “spiritual abs”, there is every likelihood that
your time in the Soul Gym will help you walk into 2022 with a
visibly strengthened relationship with God.

OUTREACH VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
These are on-going volunteer opportunities available at any
time…
Habitat For Humanity
Habitat for Humanity has a wishlist of items they need. These are
items that will be used for multiple builds throughout the efforts. For
questions or to make drop off arrangements, call (309) 827-3931 or
email info@hyabitatmclean.org.
Home Sweet Home Ministries
Seeking donations of URGENT and EVERYDAY needs.
Donations can be dropped off at the front desk at Home Sweet Home
Ministries at 303 East Oakland Avenue, Bloomington IL, 61701, (309)
828-7356.
Midwest Food Bank
Cards of Encouragement for Disaster Relief - Cards are needed for the
family food boxes that are sent out for disaster relief situations like
hurricanes, floods, and tornados. Cards can be homemade or
purchased, and should include a simple message of hope, positivity,
and care for the recipient of the box. No envelopes are necessary.
Completed cards can be mailed to or dropped off at: 2031 Warehouse
Road, Normal, IL 61761. Office hours are Mon-Fri from 8 AM – 4 PM.
Operation Gratitude
Operation Gratitude's mission is to forge strong bonds between
Americans and their Military and First Responder heroes through
volunteer service projects, acts of gratitude, and meaningful
engagements in communities nationwide. How you can help….Do you
have a collection of Beanie Babies, or small plush toys like Webkinz or
Burt's Bears, and are wondering what to do with them? Or perhaps a
surplus of blank greeting/holiday cards? Send them to Operation
Gratitude and they will put them in ALL of the care packages they send
to deployed Troops! Click here for more details.

Recycle Furniture for Families
Volunteers are needed to answer telephone, handle light admin
work, work in the warehouse moving furniture, folding and
matching towels and sheets, putting away kitchen items and
delivery drivers. The hours are Monday-Thursday 9am-12pm and
Saturday 9am-12pm. Individuals will be trained. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Frank Downes at 309829-6500.
Salvation Army Food Panty
The Salvation Army is looking for help in adding different staple
pantry items for their clients. These are items that are not typically
available in their pantry, but would be useful to their clients and are
often requested. Baking mix/Bisquick; Sugar; Flour; Oil; Baking
Soda; Baking Powder; Garlic Salt; Chili Powder
Items can be dropped off at the Salvation Army on Washington
Street during business hours.

