Hello Parents!
I wanted to give a brief overview of what we have been doing this year with the NextGen Kids!

Your kids have been part of a big change in how we do ministry at Downs UMC and I am so thankful to
have them. It has been a true blessing to be able to do in-person ministry for kids this fall so far, and I
look forward to getting back to that. Right now, I believe it is in our best interest to remain cautious
with our NextGen Ministries. So, while I would love to keep meeting in-person, I will err on the side of
caution. We will not meet in-person again until December 8th.

So how do I keep kids in the rhythm of weekly ministry? That is difficult. My hope is that next week I
can put together a video for the kids to say hi, and get them excited for Thanksgiving (no matter how
your family chooses to celebrate the holiday). That video should come out on Tuesday the 24th.

This week I thought it would be cool to have your kids try and tell you what we have been doing this
year. So sit down with your kids (maybe set aside 10-15 minutes to do this) and see what they
remember about this year.

Here is a cheat sheet for you parents – we started at the very beginning this year. Our curriculum runs
on a 3 year cycle that walks kids through the important stories in scripture that we hope they remember
for a very long time. The classics that all Christians should learn as kids. So far this year we have talked
about Creation (Genesis 1) – how God created the world! We talked about Adam and Eve (Genesis 2-3).
We talked about Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 15-16). We talked about Isaac (Genesis 21). Moat
recently we have talked about Jacob and Esau (Genesis 26-28 & 31).

Some of the primary goals in NextGen Kids is for us to tell these stories enough that the kids become
experts on them by the time they move up to middle school. I know sometimes these stories are so
familiar that it seems like review, but in every story there are themes that can be picked out.
Sometimes these themes lead to some really great conversation. December 1st I will post another
document that will highlight some of the THEMES we have discussed!

One of my roles with the NextGen Kids is to come up with a fun activity for the group each week – we
have had relay races… played epic games of rock, paper, scissors… done some fun “this or that”
questions… played bingo… and had a lot of laughs along the way. It has been so much fun, can’t wait to
be back together again!

Kyle Boward – Youth and Children’s Ministry Director

