
The Path from Old Testament to   

          New… the Book of Hebrews 

Reading Order Checklist 

Before reading each passage take a look at the following notes to see why those passages 

have been selected.     

 

Exodus ch 3, 2 Samuel 7, Isaiah ch 6, John 1   Date Completed:________________ 

Psalms:  2, 45, 89, 102 104, & 110    Date Completed:________________ 

Hebrews 1:1-2:4       Date Completed:________________ 

Psalm 8, Hebrews chapter 2     Date Completed:________________ 

Exodus 19—20, Hebrews 3:1-6, Galatians 3: 19-4:7  Date Completed:________________ 

Exodus 17:1-7, Numbers 20:1-13, Psalm 95,  

Joshua 13:1-7, Hebrews 3:7-4:13    Date Completed:________________ 

Leviticus 16, Hebrews 4:14-5:14    Date Completed:________________ 

Genesis 14-15, Hebrews 6-7     Date Completed:________________ 

Jeremiah 31, Hebrews 8      Date Completed:________________ 

Exodus 24 (25-27 are optional), Psalm 40, 110, 

 and Hebrews 9—10:18      Date Completed:________________ 

Proverbs 3:11-13, and Hebrews 10:19—12:13  Date Completed:________________ 

Genesis 25:29-34, and chapter 27, Psalm 118 and 56 

and Hebrews 12:14-13:25     Date Completed:________________ 



The Method Behind the Challenging Reading Order 

Goals: 

 To read a great argument for the salvation of Christ as laid out in the book of Hebrews 

 To connect the Old and New Testaments much more strongly than we may have done before 

 To gain a full appreciation for the loving sacrifice, and the calling of Jesus Christ on our lives.   

 

 Fair warning:  This is the ‘challenging’ Bible Study so I’m assuming you’ve read a fair amount of 

scripture, are familiar with the basic themes and ideas of the Christian faith, and are willing to dive into a 

study with a slower, more academic, pace that builds to an inspiring finish.  
 

 Exodus ch 3, 2 Samuel 7, Isaiah ch 6, John 1:   

 What you have here is a survey of the Old testament ministry of the prophets.  Included are the 

moments when God first calls both Moses and Isaiah into the ministry of a prophet.  Also included is the 

work of Nathan with monarchy of Israel, as well as God’s promise to David.  Lastly you’ll read John’s 

introduction to the story of Jesus which provides a very big-picture look at Jesus and links him to the 

prophetic work of John the Baptist.  The author of Hebrews will reference all of these.   

 Psalms:  2, 45, 89, 102, 104, & 110 

 The author of Hebrews is going to be building a case to prove that Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old 

Testament.  Psalms will also be cited as supporting evidence for their argument and here is a selection of 

many of the early Psalms that will be cited in this book.  Psalm 110 is especially important to the 

argument in the book of Hebrews.  This is the last of your pre-reading before you begin.  Consider how 

these psalms speak to the concept of the Messiah and the person of Jesus.   

 Hebrews 1:1-2:4 

  The argument begins!  The author of Hebrews skillfully uses these opening chapters to assert that 

Christ is the fulfilment of all that God has been doing through the prophets, AND that Christ is superior to 

the angels (the word also means messengers) of God.   

  This is an extremely interesting argument because it begins not with humanity but with God, 

prophets, and angels (all of whom have a sort of demonstrated holiness).  The author of Hebrews 

compares Christ to these and judges Jesus to be superior.  Then the author gives a charge to listen.  If the 

message that came from prophets and angels was valid then this Jesus message will be even more so!   

 Psalm 8 and Hebrews 2 
 But what if Jesus is an angel?  Here the argument moves to a further explanation of who Jesus is by 

Psalm 8 (and other citations) to make it clear Christ is NOT an angel but human.  And if you’re thinking… 

but I never thought Jesus was an angel!  That’s OK, the more interesting passage is toward the end where 

it is explained that in order to save us Christ needed to become one of us.  He didn’t come for the angels, 

he came for you an I.   



The Challenging Reading Order page 2 

Goals: 

 To read a great argument for the salvation of Christ as laid out in the book of Hebrews 

 To connect the Old and New Testaments much more strongly than we may have done before 

 To gain a full appreciation for the loving sacrifice, and the calling of Jesus Christ on our lives.   

 
 

 Exodus 19-20, Hebrews 3:1-6, Galatians 3:19-4:7 

 Well, we compared Jesus to an angel, now we will compare him to Moses.  The Exodus passages are 

to get you up to speed on the specifics of Moses and his relationship to God and the people.  He is 

functioning as a go-between and a law-giver (but the law and the structure still come from God).  

Hebrews argues that Christ is superior to Moses in the same way that a son is superior to a servant.  Paul 

uses a similar argument in the book of Galatians which is a connection worth reading.     

 Exodus 17:1-7, Numbers 20:1-13, Psalm 95, Joshua 13:1-7, Hebrews 3:7-4:13 
 Buckle up because some amazing connections are about to be made:  Under Moses’s leadership as 

they were heading to the Promised Land the people rebelled (the waters of Meribah is just one example 

of many), AND even Moses disobeyed.  Both Moses and an entire generation of God’s people were 

forbidden to enter into the promised land because of it.  And the ones who were to enter it (under 

Joshua’s leadership) did not fully claim the promised geography that God had given them. 

  The author of Hebrews stunningly compares the promised land with the promise of heaven and the 

promise of Sabbath rest in the 4th of the 10 commandments, and talks about them ALL like they are a 

place we can go or a state we can achieve.  The implication is that in the story of Joshua, even though he 

didn’t fully claim God’s promise he could have.  And you and I can still claim the promise of God.   

 Leviticus 16, Hebrews 4:14-5:14 
 Now that we have established that Christ is something special and new (not an angel, not a prophet, 

not even like Moses… bigger than any of those), and we’ve also established that heaven is our promised 

land and we are still invited to enter it;  the question of How comes up.  The first plausible answer 

harkens back to the Old Testament role of Priest.  Their job was to stand-in-the-gap between us and God.  

They represented us-to-God and God-to-us.  You can read an example of that in Leviticus 16.   

  Using this understanding of priest and quoting several of the passages you’ve already read, the 

author of Hebrews names Jesus Christ as our high priest, the mediator between us and God.  You might 

see a wild name, Melchizedek, but we’ll get into that later.   

  Important to understand now is the role that Jesus plays for us.  Christ was human, knows all the 

knocks, scrapes, and temptations that go along with it.  He sacrificed for us knowing those things, and 

chose to represent us before God.  When you pray, it’s through Christ, and the God who hears your 

prayers is the same God that sent Christ.  When Jesus speaks, He represents God to us.   



The Challenging Reading Order page 3 

Goals: 

 To read a great argument for the salvation of Christ as laid out in the book of Hebrews 

 To connect the Old and New Testaments much more strongly than we may have done before 

 To gain a full appreciation for the loving sacrifice, and the calling of Jesus Christ on our lives.   

 
 

 Genesis 14 and 15, Hebrews chapters 6 and 7 
 Alright you veteran Bible reader you, there should already be forming an objection to the idea of 

Jesus being a priest and here it goes:  “But wait, Jesus is from the line of David, that’s the tribe of Judah, 

he can’t be a priest because Priests were established by Moses and Aaron and they come from that line 

of the family which is the Levite line, not the Judah line.  Jesus can’t be both a priest and the king they’re 

mutually exclusive!”  This may seem like semantics to you but it was a big deal to the first century 

audience and here’s how the author responds to it.   
 First, the author establishes that priests existed before the Levites (that’s why this Melchizedek guy is 

a big deal), and that ‘back then’ they were priest-kings.  THEN, the author critiques the Jewish system (a 

Levitical system) and says it isn’t a saving system.  A new priest has arisen from an older (read:  more 

legitimate) order, and that priest is Jesus Christ.  He is eternal, and never needs to be replaced.   

 Jeremiah 31, Hebrews 8 
 This section starts with a bit of summary but moves quickly into more evidence.  The author has 

suggested that the “Old Covenant” has been replaced/improved by God and now cites the prophet 

Jeremiah as evidence.  Jeremiah was the prophet who was tasked with the job of telling Israel that they 

had violated their covenant with God (which you can read in Deuteronomy 30).  Jeremiah says a new 

covenant is coming, and the author of Hebrews is saying Christ is bringing it. 

 Exodus 24 (25-27 are optional), Psalm 40, 110, and Hebrews 9—10:18 
 Another comparison is made here:  Comparing the earthly tabernacle/temple commanded in the Old 

Testament and the heavenly one.  Additionally, the priests of the earthly tabernacle are now compared 

(as a unit) with the singular perfect high priest of Jesus.  Lastly the sacrifices are also compared, what was 

once goats and bulls has now become Christ’s sacrifice of himself.  The high priest is also the sacrifice, 

and because he is raised from the dead he continues to be our high priest.   

  Keep the “day of atonement” ritual in mind from the Leviticus 16 passage you read earlier and if you 

study this with prayer you will begin to see some powerful connection.  The ritual teaches about what 

Christ will eventually do, and Christ is the fulfilment of the ritual.    

  Doubling down on the idea of the priest ALSO being the sacrifice the author spends part of chapter 10 

explaining how that sacrifice is perfect, needs not be repeated (like the old ones) and now the work of 

God (which allows us into the kingdom of heaven) is finished.   



The Challenging Reading Order page 4 

Goals: 

 To read a great argument for the salvation of Christ as laid out in the book of Hebrews 

 To connect the Old and New Testaments much more strongly than we may have done before 

 To gain a full appreciation for the loving sacrifice, and the calling of Jesus Christ on our lives.   

 
 

 Proverbs 3:11-13, and Hebrews 10:19—12:13 
 This is truly (in my opinion) the finale of Hebrews and some of the most stunning and inspirational 

writing in the scriptures available to the seasoned Bible reader.  Having walked you through some of the 

challenging theology of priesthood and temple, and having established the uniqueness and supremacy of 

Christ and the covenant he offers (as the fulfilment of the old covenant), the author then summons up all 

of the stories of faith from the Old Testament. 

  Each Old Testament hero having faith in a God they could not see, in a system that had not yet been 

fully realized in Jesus Christ.  They worshipped God trusting in the precursors of Christ:  the priests and 

temples, and before that the promise of God.   

  Without knowing the names and stories that are referenced one after another this passage doesn’t 

carry much meaning, but to an audience steeped in the Old Testament, who has come now to know 

Jesus, it is inspirational.  Your heroes of old are still heroes, they worshipped the same God you worship 

now, and Christ is the fulfilment of all that they trusted God to do!   

 Genesis 25:29-34, and ch 27, Psalm 118, Psalm 56, Hebrews 12:14—13:25 
 The attention now turns, in closing, to practical concerns.  The author draws the eye to a fantastic 

example of how sin works.  The story of Esau who could not wait to walk back to camp but had to eat 

right now, and his brother Jacob who took advantage of that.  Esau sold something priceless for 

immediate gratification, and he paid for it later.  If that’s not a definition for sin I don’t know what else is.  

Don’t be like Esau. 

  Additionally the author speaks about how we should now live (because of what Christ has done for 

us).  Our lives, Hebrews challenges us, are to be lifted up as a sacrifice of Praise.  God will meet us, and 

we should expect to meet God in our sufferings.  Our temple is not here on earth, our city is in heaven, 

and the good that we do now, the challenges we meet in Christ’s name, all prepare us for the promised 

heaven that God has given us through Christ. 

 

May the word of God bless you, may your prayers be heard through Christ as your mediator, and may the 

promise of heavenly rest move you to great deeds of grace and compassion here on earth, in Jesus Name.   


