
The works of the John, the Bible’s  

  author of light and love.  

Reading Order Checklist 

Remember to check the “Why am I reading this next” on the following pages.   

There is also an essay on the Gospel of John at the back.   

 

The Gospel of John ch 1-3   Date Completed: ______________________ 

1 John chapter 1     Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 4-6   Date Completed: ______________________ 

1 John chapter 2     Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 7-9   Date Completed: ______________________ 

1 John chapter 3     Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 10-12   Date Completed: ______________________ 

1 John chapter 4     Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 13-17   Date Completed: ______________________ 

Psalm 69      Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 18-19   Date Completed: ______________________ 

Revelation Chapter 1    Date Completed: ______________________ 

The Gospel of John ch 20-21   Date Completed: ______________________ 

1 John chapter 5     Date Completed: ______________________ 



The Method Behind the Reading Order 

Goals: 

 Introduce you to the story of Jesus Christ 

 Introduce you to what it looks like when that story is explained with a little preaching/theology 

 A walk through most of the works of one particular Biblical author, the Apostle John 

 

 The Gospel of John ch 1-3 

 This is the beginning of the story of Jesus Christ here on earth.  Christians call it the “good news!” and 

John writes it very well.  He is a master storyteller AND teacher (he’ll even pause the story here and there 

to explain a few things to you).  Expect some things to be foreign (you don’t live in the first century when 

this happened), but people are people all throughout history.  Give yourself time to settle in to the 

writing style and imagine you are there to watch what is happening.  Pray before you read.  Read slowly, 

take your time, don’t let the words be stiff or distant.  This section starts with some beautiful language 

and a mini sermon before it begins the storytelling.  In the introduction you’ll get to see Jesus gather the 

disciples.   

 1 John chapter 1 

 Wait, why am I jumping around?  Sometimes it helps to break up the straight-read, though you are 

welcome to do all of John without interruptions if you want.  I suggest a back and forth for the following 

reasons:  1) it’s an easy switch (the same author wrote both books), and 2) you’ll get a chance to see the 

story applied.  As you read the words of this first chapter you’ll see how John is using the story of Christ 

to teach what it means to be a Christian.  Pay attention to the similar themes and see how this skilled 

writer and first-century church leader uses the story of the gospel to explain how we live as Christians.   

 The Gospel of John ch 4-6  

 Now you get to see Jesus at-work.  This section is absolutely full of miracles and you can easily see 

how crowds were drawn and the word was spread.  This guy is special, there’s something his work that’s 

different, holy, and powerful.  Also notice how he breaks the rules.  This passage begins with Christ 

speaking to a woman who has a terrible reputation (so bad in fact that she has to come at noon to get 

her water, to avoid being around the other women who would come in the morning).  This is a section 

full of big miracles, and still there is a place in the ministry for everyone.   

 1 John chapter 2    

 Now we move back to application.  Listen as John talks about some of those same themes that 

appeared in chapter 4 of the gospel (that there’s a place for everyone).  There is also a section in here 

where he warns people against false teachings.  During John’s lifetime there was a pervasive false 

teaching going around called Gnosticism.  It was something that seemed right but bore bad spiritual fruit 

(effects).  You can end this section in verse 28, verse 29 should actually be in chapter 3.   



Easy Reading Order Page 2 

Goals: 

 Introduce you to the story of Jesus Christ 

 Introduce you to what it looks like when that story is explained with a little preaching/theology 

 A walk through most of the works of one particular Biblical author, the Apostle John 

 

 The Gospel of John ch 7-9  

 No good deed goes unpunished.  It was sung in the musical Wicked, and written by poets almost a 

century beforehand, while it’s not Biblical, sometimes a worldly phrase can still have the ring of truth…  I 

say this not by any means to argue against doing good, but as an acknowledgement that good things are 

often ignored or rejected by a world that has other priorities.  The work of Christ is opposed, and that’s a 

shocking thing in John’s gospel.  Christ’s family don’t understand him, and the religious leaders (who 

should have been by his side) are threatened by his ministry.  Here in this passage Christ will even predict 

that this conflict will end in his death.   

 1 John chapter 3   

 Listen in this chapter as John acknowledges that just as Christ was opposed, so we will be too.  And 

yet, that should not stop us from being a people of love.  Christ met opposition and misunderstanding 

with love and honest teaching.  Listen as John takes these themes from the story and applies them to 

Christian living.    

 The Gospel of John ch 10-12 

 If it feels like this section has an ending, like the book could be wrapped up here, at the end of 

Chapter 12 that is on-purpose.  There is an inevitability of what comes next.  Christ has ministered for 

three years and finished that time with the most profound (and foretelling) of all of his miracles, the 

raising of Lazarus from the grave.  The story has reached its conclusion, the Son of God has entered the 

City of God.  He will only live for 7 more days.  If you want to call everything up to chapter 12 “Act one” 

you’d be in good company.  Grab your intermission popcorn, what happens next is the conclusion of all 

that has been set in motion by God, by the priests, by the Romans, and Israelites.    

 1 John chapter 4   

 In this passage John will talk almost poetically about the conflicts between the ways of God and the 

ways of the world.  He will use a word “anti-Christ”.  In John’s vocabulary think less of this as a cackling 

villain with steepled fingers and volcano-fortress, and take it more literally.  To be “antichrist” is simply 

that:  To stand for everything that isn’t Jesus, everything that isn’t Godly, and according to John 

everything that isn’t love.  In this tension between our faith and the selfishness and vanity of all that is 

anti-Christ, John encourages us once again to be a people of love.   
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Goals: 

 Introduce you to the story of Jesus Christ 

 Introduce you to what it looks like when that story is explained with a little preaching/theology 

 A walk through most of the works of one particular Biblical author, the Apostle John 

 

 The Gospel of John ch 13-17  

 Just when you were ready for the finale comes 5 chapters of essays!  What is John doing here?  Well 

he’s taking a moment to teach, and this is a good time to do it.  It’s right in the middle, when we are most 

interested, and so John is recording (extensively) the last teachings of Jesus as he sits down with his 

disciples at the last supper.  If it feels like the story has stopped and the preaching begun that’s because it 

has, and that may make this harder to read for some.  Take it in even smaller sections if you need to.  

Consider though that this is the content of Christ’s message.  A lot of what he says here is summary of 

what he said before.  It’s deep reading, but it’s worth your time.   

 Psalm 69     

 Wait, the Old testament, what’s this all about?  John didn’t write this.  Nope, he didn’t, but he read it.  

He was very familiar with the old songs and prayers of his people and that’s what the book of Psalms is all 

about.  This one in particular rings with the theme of Messiah (the chosen one, picked by God to lead the 

people of God).  It is quite applicable to the story of Jesus, see if you can’t find some connecting points.   

 The Gospel of John ch 18-19  

 And now back to the story.  Read here about the events of Christ’s arrest, trial and crucifixion and the 

reaction/response of those who followed him.  In the church we remember these events during Holy 

week, the 7 days before Easter Sunday.   

 Revelation Chapter 1   

 We’re taking a brief spin through another book that John wrote.  This one is the end, the ‘finale’ of 

the Biblical witness.  It’s called the book of Revelation and it’s largely written in what will seem to you and 

I like a kind of code.  There are reasons for that (symbols are a great way to impart meaning, and if your 

oppressor finds a coded book they likely won’t know what it means).  Here in this passage John is old, and 

in prison for preaching about Jesus and God appears to him.  The Jesus in this passage is WORLDS 

DIFFERENT from the one you just read.  This is a Jesus who has finished his work.  You can tell because his 

sash is set high up on his chest (that’s where they tied their first century belt when the workday was 

over), and look at how many images of power and victory are present.  He has the cosmos in his hands, 

he stands among all churches, he holds the keys to death itself (been there, done that, bought the             

t-shirt).  This is a victorious Christ.  And it’s exactly what John needed to see at this time, because he 

could easily have believed he was beaten.  Let’s head back and see how Christ made it to here.   
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Goals: 

 Introduce you to the story of Jesus Christ 

 Introduce you to what it looks like when that story is explained with a little preaching/theology 

 A walk through most of the works of one particular Biblical author, the Apostle John 

 

 The Gospel of John ch 20-21  

 The Easter story and the finale of John are some of (in my opinion) the most moving passages in the 

New testament.  He shows himself first, to those the first century considered least important.  He stops 

to deal with the doubt of one of his disciples.  He offers Peter a chance to be forgiven for abandoning 

him, and the book is finished with Christ’s words to John himself.  If you’re wondering who “the beloved 

disciple is” it’s John.  I love that he is humble enough to not include his own name, and “the beloved 

disciple” is also you.  It invites you to find yourself in the story.   

 1 John chapter 5  

 I hope it was a blessing to read the story of Jesus Christ, especially if it was your first time.  If you have 

questions I’d be more than happy to answer them, just email to pastor@downsumc.org   
  We’re wrapping up this reading project with John’s closing words in his first epistle (fancy word for 

letter).  He is going to talk to you about the power of faith, the return of the Son of God, and encourage 

you and I once more to be bold and to be a people who walk in the light.   

 

May the Word of God bless your heart, your home, and your life as you walk in God’s light.   


