
DEVOTIONS ON BEATITUES:  This devotional series was released very early in the 
Pandemic, and it focuses on the opening section of the Sermon on the Mount as 
preached by Jesus Christ.  Studying a description of “who is blessed” as shared by 
the Son of God is a great way to grow in faith.   
 
5-4-2020 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him.  Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.      
–Matthew 5:1-3— 
 
Blessings 
 
In a world that believes “blessed are the rich”  “blessed are the powerful”  and  
“blessed are the popular” Christ proclaims “Blessed are the poor in spirit”.  
Literally, blessed are the people who are down on their luck, hard pressed, 
spiritually empty, having a rough go, at the end of their rope, and more…  And the 
crowd says “Wha…???” 
 
But there is a profound wisdom to Christ, because when we have been brought to 
our knees by suffering, depression, anxiety, fear, despair, or any of the many 
things that can rob us of our spirit… when we are in that place, if we reach out to 
God we will find him!   
 
The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who have found God in the place of their 
deepest need.  You become a citizen of the kingdom of heaven when you realize 
that out of all the things you thought you needed, God is the only one that 
matters.  And sometimes it takes a poverty of spirit, before we realize that we are 
spiritual gazillionaires with God and God alone.   
 
 
 
  



5-5-2020 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  –Matthew 5:4— 
 
Sadness 
 
I have heard this verse applied two ways and I love both of them and want to 
share them with you.  The first is the classic one, most often shared by me at 
funerals.  There is a comfort that God can and does send to bless us in our grief 
(especially after the loss of a loved one).   
 
As the pastor who is directing the funeral I see it in the fellowship those around 
the family, the support, the temporary suspension of ages-long family arguments, 
the arrival of long distant friends, and the recovery of near-forgotten 
connections.  I see it also in the quiet promise of heaven which stands like a silent 
but welcome guest who comes and takes a place standing right beside the pain of 
loss.  Not taking the pain away, but also making sure that the pain is not the only 
voice heard.  Oh yes, God can bring us comfort in our grief.   
 
John Wesley however, interpreted this with a specific kind of mourning in mind.  
Repentance.  When we are deep in sadness about our sins, our failures, the times 
we have let ourselves, others, and God down.  Then the Holy Spirit meets us in 
our confession and brings the comfort of forgiveness and restoration.  It is the 
presence of Jesus with the woman caught in the act of adultery in John 8 as he 
meets her on the dusty ground, helps her stand, and says “Go and sin no more.”   
 
I have found both of these interpretations to be true for the believer, and even 
for those with an open heart toward God.  When we mourn, however we 
mourn…  Know that calling out to God is a pathway to being comforted.   
 
  



5-6-2020 
 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”  --Matthew 5:5— 
 
Meek  
 
Meek in Webster’s means enduring injury with patience and without resentment.  
Meek in the Bible means gentle, humble, and mild.   
 
Not to sound too cosmic but meekness is a sign of a person who is fully aware of 
their “place in the universe”.  They know who they are before God and others, 
and a meek person does not think of themselves any higher or lower than they 
actually are.   
 
That is by-no-means an easy thing to do, but well worth the effort.  It begins with 
understanding our own need for God.  It includes understanding the gifts and 
calling God has given us, and our love of neighbor.  True meekness is always a 
work of, and sometimes a successful result of prayer.   
 
Knowing who we are keeps us from pretending to be something we are not, and it 
also keeps us from buying into false identities that others may push upon us.  May 
your prayers result in true meekness, where you are blessed to know you are a 
child of God, who was saved they moment that you called out to Christ.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5-8-2020 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled –
Matthew 5:6— 
 
Righteousness 
 
This is a generally easy church-word to understand, it simply means “doing the 
right thing”.  It’s even got the word “Right” inside of it to remind us.  A righteous 
person is one who walks a path of Christian discipleship, avoids sin, and does 
good in God’s name.   
 
Honestly this one may be my favorite of each of the blessings listed here.  I love it 
because it doesn’t say “Blessed are those who are already righteous…”  or 
 “Blessed are those who have achieved righteousness…”  And that means that we 
need only begin with desire.   
 
Wanting to do the right thing is the starting point, even if it’s without success at 
first.  God meets us the moment that we begin to desire righteousness and begins 
to fill us with power and grace and strength from that point.  This invites the 
Christian facing challenges to an easy entry point, asking God to build a hunger 
and a thirst within us for righteousness. 
 
May we be a people who desire what is right and good, who desire the things that 
point us toward faithfulness and the things of God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5-11-2020 
 
Blessed are the Merciful for they will receive Mercy –Matthew 5:7— 
 
Showing Leniency 
 
Mercy is the ability to “lessen the sentence” or “lighten the punishment” against 
those who have wronged us.  It is NOT an easy gift to offer.  When we have been 
transgressed, hurt, offended, wounded, abused, taken advantage of, mercy is 
often the last thing on our minds.   
 
That might be because it comes last in the sequence of events too…   
 
Mercy assumes that the crime has been committed, the trial is over, and a guilty 
verdict has been rendered.  Justice has been found.  Now it’s time for sentencing.  
It is one of the last things in the chain-of-events that happens with a 
transgression.   
 
In this moment, to lighten their load, is mercy.  It does not exist to lessen the 
impact of the transgression, but shows compassion.  Mercy leaves the door open 
for healing and the possibility of a new life.   
 
This is very much what we want God to give to us, and Christ teaches us that the 
best way to ask for the Mercy of God is to show it to others.     
 
  



5-12-2020 
 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  –Matthew 5:8— 
 
Milestones 
 
John Wesley, the man who started the Methodist movement within the Church of 
England, had a special way of interpreting each of the beatitudes, but this one in 
particular I find comforting.   
 
He defines pure in heart as a state that the Christian reaches after they have done 
some relationship building with God.   
 
When you have gone through some of the earlier beatitudes:  Experienced 
poverty of spirit and found God to provide, practiced forgiveness and grace in 
learning to be meek, and began to cultivate a desire for godly things then…   
 
The Christian reaches times in their life when they can feel what Christ has done 
for them, the cleansing from sin, the purity of spirit.  Wesley called this holiness.  
When you set aside your life for God, it becomes special in a unique and God-only 
way.   
 
So it should come as no surprise that people who do this are then better able to 
recognize God-at-work… “They shall see God”.   
 
Most interesting to me is the concept that perhaps that doesn’t mean God is 
doing more for those people and less for others.  Rather it means that you’ve 
done some of the work in approaching God and now you’re rewarded with the gift 
of being able to recognize God’s action in your life and the life of others.   
 
It’s a beautiful thing that the mature Christian gets to experience (not all the time, 
but often), a chance to recognize God at work.  Share them when you see them, 
and be thankful for the gift, because it means God is meeting you in your Holy 
work, and blessing your efforts to have a pure heart.  
 
 
  



5-13-2020 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.   
 
Legacy 
 
What does it take to have someone look at you and say “that one right there… 
that one is a child of God, I can just tell.”   
 
Well, if King Solomon has anything to say it won’t be because of all the awesome 
things you said:   Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to 
utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your 
words be few.  (Ecc 5:2) 
 
Jesus tells a parable that makes it clear it won’t be because of all the power/stuff 
you have accumulated:  You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from 
you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?  Luke 12:20 
 
If we listen to this Beatitude from Christ, then we learn that children of God leave 
peace in their wake.  Not the just the simple peace of two people no longer 
fighting, and surely not a false peace “just for the sake of it”…  but a profound 
deeper peace that comes from forgiveness.  The peace that can only be found 
within the love of God.  The peace that passes all understanding.  God gives it to 
you, and you share it with others in Jesus name.   
 
And you can even do that without using many words (or even any), and without 
being successful in the ways and means of this world…  Let us show that we are 
children of God by leaving the peace of Christ in the places we have been, peace 
in the places we are, and in the hearts of those who meet us.  Peace in Jesus 
name.   
 
  



5-14-2020 
 
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.  –Matthew 5:11-12— 
 
Letting God Speak For Us: 
 
As someone who loves a good spirited debate and has some small skill in that 
area, this is a rough conclusion to the Beatitudes for me.  Its application is 
challenging, because it doesn’t say blessed are you when you stand up for the 
faith, or blessed are you when you win people over.  It’s just blessed are you when 
you are reviled and persecuted because of Jesus.  It doesn’t suggest you’ll change 
people’s minds or win an intellectual battle, doesn’t suggest you’ll be in an equal-
footing struggle with adversaries (like in a good movie), just says…  persecution is 
going to happen.  People won’t understand you, what you’re doing, or the God 
we serve.  And yet we love them anyway.   
 
In a situation like that, I might want to argue back, or sway someone opposed to 
the gospel with excellent words, clever arguments, scripture citations, and 
more…  but…  That’s rarely ever how someone comes to Christ.  I wasn’t “talked 
into” Jesus.  I was “loved into” Jesus, by a family and a group of real friends.   
 
I had an English professor who taught me creative writing.  He was not a huge fan 
of authorial intrusions and long expositions, and rightly so… they make for a dry 
read.  The mantra of the class for storytelling was this:  “Show me… don’t tell 
me.”  It is a hard lesson to learn in writing, and even more so in life, especially if 
you’re facing opposition.   
 
May we be a people that choose to demonstrate our faith before we tell people 
about it.  May we be a people who offer grace like it’s going out of style, and may 
we meet conflict between this world and our God with the love of Christ.  You can 
do all of this without compromising what you believe, and you might even be able 
to do it without preaching =) Let God speak through your love, and your actions, 
and you will find blessing even in times of conflict.       
 


