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GodG Purpose--Pressing Forward
By Pastor Ron

By now the Charge Conference should be
over (We know that we had a wonderful

one). The leadership is in place for 2007
and we have been celebrating milestones in
our church. We have much to be thankful

for this Thanksgiving. But still, we may
be asking many questions? Like: What does
our future hold? First, we need to begin
by moving forward without looking back.

We are on a journey together and we must
keep on pressing forward. Lot's wife
looked back and became an inanimate part
of her environment (pillar of salt).
People of faith move on toward the place
of God's promises.

Michael Slaughter is the minister of
Ginghamsburg Church in Ohio. He made this
statement, "I've made more mistakes than I
care to remember. I wrongly bought into
the pastor-as-CEO model during the 1990s
and forgot that I am to be a spiritual
guide and coach." During that four years
their attendance went from 1200 to 3000.
However, Mike feels that the more they
grew numerically, the more they watered
down their commitment to radical
discipleship. They grew numerically, but
growth lacked in a depth of spiritual
maturity. This is a United Methodist
Church in a corn field that now has had a
spiritual breakthrough. Mike will tell
you that the Ginghamsburg church growth is
not because of their brilliant leader. He
said "I am simply the person who God has
called me to be. Every day I pray,
following the example of Paul in
Philippians 3, "Lord, I don't want to play
church. Use me for your purpose. I want
to know the power of Your Resurrection and
the fellowship of Your suffering."

The following are some of Michael
Slaughter's thoughts:

- The world is waiting for the reality of
God's presence to be demonstrated through
you. Your most important priority is to
develop the spiritual person within you
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and then allow your growth to influence
others.

- One thing that we can learn is that Faith
is acting on what God says. Many people wish
for more faith. The real need is to act on
the measure of faith that we've already
received through God's grace.

- People of faith don't look back. Jesus
said. "No one who puts a hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for the kingdom of

God." (Luke 9:62). God essentially said to
Lot, "Once you begin moving toward the place
of my promised future, don't look back.

Don't stop. Don't be distracted." But Lot's
wife looked back. She couldn't let go of
familiar habits and defeating behavior
patterns that gave her comfort and security.
Lot's wife literally became what she focused
upon. The paralysis of fear from the
dysfunction of her past became the reality of
her existence. We all suffer from varying
degrees of spiritual dysfunction. Look at
the disciples after three years struggling
with doubt, unbelief, guilt, and denial. Our
ability to be faithful, and to finish the
mission for which we are on depends largely
on one thing: How we see God or our picture
of God.

- People of Jesus know how to laugh out loud
because we're not on earth just to make
bread, but to make life and life has some
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has some downright funny moments. If you're fully present in the moment, you'll find
laughter in life. You'll realize that you are responsible for your own smile. My
smile is not dependent upon how well things are going or if they're not going so well.
It comes when, in the spirit of Matthew 6:33, I see first the immediate presence of
God, the activity of God, the intimate connection that God wants to have in the details
of my life, and everything else finds its place.

- The number one question people ask me when they call is "How can I know God's purpose

for my lifev? How do you hear God speak? You must train yourself to listen to the
Holy Spirit. God is speaking right now. Do you hear what God is saying? You can hear
better if you are pressing forward toward the picture of God's promising future." What

have you been thinking about lately? What has been consuming your thoughts? What have
you been talking about lately? What have you been spending significant time doing? You
experience your future by your thoughts, words, and actions. Every thought you think,
every word you speak, and every action you commit has a long-term consequence. You can
be purposeful about creating your future, or you can create your future by default. We
don't have time to play the kingdom of church. The spiritual godfathers and

godmothers of your church might be very happy if you continue doing church the way
they've always done it-without any risk or change. But we have time in life to obey
only one voice - the voice of God - and what God is telling us to do today.

- Life is about what we are willing to give up for the Kingdom of God. As Jesus said,
"You have to lose life to find it." The amount of life that you're willing to give up

for God determines the impact you'll have for God's purposes.

Rev. Slaughter is the chief dreamer of the Ginghamsburg Church. Perhaps we should

spend some time thinking about his words. Our challenge to the leaders of our church
in 2007 - Let us not settle for anything less than God's creative purpose.
Thanksgiving Blessings! “The Heart of Thanksgiving”
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Church Directory to get a facelift!
The Nurture Committee is working on updating the church Directory, so your
individual information is needed. Please be sure to complete the "“Getting
to know you..” sheets provided in the bulletins.

November 2006 Mission Minutes by Ginger Campbédl Thark you to everyonethat has
remembered usin the month of

Since Fhe las? Newsletter, Outreach.has.glven out the October during Pagor

following monies to people or organizations: L.

The McGowan Family of Downs (displaced by the fire) $200 Appﬂﬂﬂaﬂon-VMEVWNTtOthaﬂk
Wal-Mart Gift Cards you for the cards, calls, giftsand

. MlSS.lOH Bucket.s & a.ddltlon.al funds added $400 invitations ReverendsRon &

Family needing some financial assistance $500

Pregnancy Resource Center $200 Kathy

Samaritan's Purse $300

Sunset Home for the Elderly, Quincy, IL $300

Salem Ranch $300

Teen Mania (Beth Wilsey Mission Work) $400

This is a total of $2600 given the past month!! GOD IS GOOD! The Outreach Committee again

would like to express their gratitude and thanks for all that you do to support this

important mission work of our church. It is truly a blessing to be able to help the number

of people that we do each and every month.

Hebrews 13:16 Don't forget to do good and to share what you have with those in
need, for such sacrifices are very pleasing to Him.

2 Corinthians 8, Paul speaks about being eager to give. I believe this church is truly a
giving church and Outreach hopes that you receive a blessing also by the number of people
that you help each month. Blessings to all of you!

Trustees Meeting Minutes October 2, 2006

[ Present: Jon Spelde, Darla Lanchester, Ken Garling, Ron George, Mac Fuller, Suzann Erlenbush

[0 Ron opened with prayer.

[]Old Business:

- Approval of Meeting Minutes: Ken made a motion to approve the September 11, 2006, meeting minutes. Mac
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

[0 New Business:

- Possible Gas Leak: []J] Ron said there is the smell of gas from the storage room off the preschool room. Darla will
follow up with Janice to see who our air conditioning/heating company is.

- New Building/Property: [] The sign we made for the other property will be put up on new property after we close.
[0 The owner indicates his crop of beans may be out as early as mid-October.

0 The survey results indicate the property is 23.85 acres, which is larger than the seller had told us originally (22
acres), so the selling price will be slightly more than we had thought (at $10,000 per acre).

[0 We need to keep the congregation informed of our progress. In addition, we should begin to form a plan of what
we want to say to the community in the form of articles in the LeRoy Journal, the Pantagraph, and Downs Village
Newsletter. We can also give contact information in those articles for questions, donations, etc.

- Church Work Day: May not be needed, as items continue to be checked off the to-do list.

- Work Orders:

[0 Water leak in drama room/copy room: This leak was coming from the pop machine, and the cause was a hole in
the drain pan. This has been fixed.

0 Insects: Spraying for insects has been completed by Beeline Pest Control for all buildings, including the new
parsonage, for $78. 3

[0 Communion Cup Holders for Pews: Ron can®find these, but he has not yet looked through shed. Keith
Campbell said he could make some out of walnut if we can®find our existing cup holders.

[1Ron® Computer: Darla is still looking at these issues.

[ Septic Vent at Parsonage: Darla will follow up with Lyn Holt of Holt Excavating.
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[0 Evergreen at Parsonage: Darla will follow up with Dale.

[ Basement Dehumidifier: Ron said the dehumidifier is freezing up. Jon will look into purchasing another.

- Suzann made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ken seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:59
pm.

Ad Council Minutes October 15, 2006 By Lyn Edwards
Call to Order 7:20 PM Pastor Ron opened with Prayer.
The minutes for the July 16, 2006 Quarterly Ad Council Meeting, Special Meeting July 30, 2006 and Church
Conference Meeting August 6, 2006 were distributed and discussed. Motion to approve all minutes was made by
Brent Ward. Seconded by Jon Selde. Motion carried.
Finance BJanice Cuba reported.
e Treasurer® report was distributed for review. See report in church office.
* Motion to approve the report was made by Brent Ward. Seconded by Rhonda Nalley. Motion carried.
¢ Recommendation by the Finance Committee to promote programs and stewardship
o Consecration Sunday
Update Brochures
Announcements in Church
Invite a friend to Church
Form a Stewardship Committee Bone member from each committee
I Pastor Ron will head this Committee
I Each Committee Chair will recommend a member from their committee to join the
Sewardship Committee
* Budget for 2007 was distributed and discussed. See attached.
e Motion was made by Dave Caldwell to accept the 2007 budget as written. Seconded by Jon Spelde. Motion
carried.
Nurture BSherry Reed reported.
+ Let® Get Acquainted went very well
* FHyers have been accumulated for the Information Directory Bmore information will be gathered as needed.
* PBring a Friend to Church BDetails forthcoming

O O O O

Outreach BGinger Campbell reported. Property closing on
e $4931.00 was donated to various causes. P October 20 was

* $600 was given to the Heifer Foundation BVBS Project

*  Medical equipment was donated to the Midwest Distribution successful! Downs UMC

e $619.30 collected in the Mission Buckets now owns 23.85 acres

* $352.84 collected for the McGowen Family BDonated $400 to the family for future growth.
Witness Pno report.

Trustees BJon JPelde reported.
e Church signs are up along the highway
e Communion cup holders will be made by Keith Campbell
* Pest Control has serviced the church property
e Computers have been repaired and upgraded
e Anew computer has been donated to the Church for use by Pastor Ron Bthis donation was anonymous
* New dehumidifier in basement of church
* Repairs have been made to the furnaces
* Needed:
o Cleaning and repairs to the basement in the Annex Bto furnace and pipes
o Cleaning of basement in old parsonage
o Remove plants and rubbish from the gutters before winter
* New Church Property
Closing on Friday 10/ 20
Property maps were distributed and reviewed.
Qurvey determined that the actual acreage is 23.85 acres making the purchase price $238,500
Motion was made by Peggy Sark to purchase the 23.85 acres @ $10,000 per acre totaling $238,500.
Seconded by Brent Ward. Motion carried.
o Finance Committee recommended a Property Celebration. Peggy Stark will head up this
celebration planned for Saturday, October 28" from 5-8 on the purchased property.
o Announcement will be made in church on Sunday October 22™ by Tim Mikel

O O O O
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PPRC BBrent Ward reported.
* PPRC made a proposal to the Finance Committee to increase the employeesOwages by 3.9% Thisis the amount
recommended by the conference.
Pastor Ron and Janice Cuba have declined the increase.
Custodian will be increased 3.9%
Technology line in the budget is suggested for future use
e Funding for New Streams for Bible Sudies is requested
Youth BPeggy Sark reported
* Average attendance on Wednesday night is 62 students. Everything is going great
UMW b Spaghetti Supper 10/ 22 at the Church
Sunday School BPeggy Sark reported.
e Average attendance on Sunday morningsis 60
e Cardsare being given out to invite a friend
* Boxes are being assembled for college students
« Kathy George is taking over the 5/ 6" grade class.
e Mission Trips are being researched.
Follow-up BTim Mikel reported.
e Building Campaign is officially over but we are not closing the books. People are still giving funds toward the
Campaign.
e Closing on Church Property should have a positive influence on continued giving
e 18 members have met or exceeded their commitments.
* $367,000 has been collected to date allowing us to pay cash for the property
Old Business BYouth group account policy to be completed.
New Business b
Community Thanksgiving Service will be Sunday, November 19" at &. Mary@ Church at 7:00 PM
Worship Team Pmeeting to be scheduled
Charge Conference is Sunday, October 29'" from 6-8 PM at Wesley United Methodist Church in Bloomington.
Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 PM bCandlelight
Acolytes training will be Wednesday, November 1% from 6-6:30 PM at the Church.
Thank you to Sherry Reed and Ginger Campbell for providing the meal. Donna Clark and Lyn Edwards will provide
the meal for the next quarterly meeting.
» Next quarterly meeting will be Sunday, January 21% at 7:00 PM. Dinner at 6:30 PM
Motion made to adjourn the meeting made by Dave Caldwell. Seconded by Brent Ward. Motion carried.
Closed in prayer by Pastor Ron. Meeting adjourned 9:10 PM
Present: Sherry Reed, Jon $elde, Lyn Edwards, Ginger Campbell, Tim Mikel, Pastor Ron, Brent Ward, Janice Cuba, Peggy
Sark, Dave Caldwell

Thank You November Volunteers NURSERY SCHEDULE
10:30am Service
Power Point Operators 5 Help Needed
8:00 am Service 10:30 am Service 12 Brian & Janelle Zachow

5 Rhonda Nalley Robb Erlenbush 19 Jen Nelson

12 Sue Colclasure Laura Walters 26 Michelle Roop

19 Rhonda Nalley Tom Coulon

26 John Fisher Jean Riordan
Are vou the one?

GREETERS 10:30 am Service
5 Brittney Mikesell, Betty Harvey,
Madeline Gelsthorpe
12 Lyndall Cuba Family

We know you are out there. Has the
Holy Spirit been nudging you? Have
you been thinking about something you
can do to serve in the church? You will

19 Dave Cobstill Family be blessed if you step forward!
26 Mabel Courtney, Barb Jones, Ron
Berry We are currently seeking a teacher for

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ the Adult Sunday School Class. Pray
about it and see where you are led.
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2006 Official Role (Positions being Served)

Ad Board Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Finance Chairperson:
Lay Leadership Secretary:
PPRC Chairperson:

Lay Leader:

Lay Member to Confer.:
Treasurer:

Financial Secretary:
Nurture Chairperson:
Outreach Chairperson:
Witness Chairperson:
UMW President:

Youth Director:
Camping Coordinator:
Church Secretary:
Trustee Chairperson:

Tim Mkel

Lyn Edwards
John Werner
Jamie Ward
Brent Ward
Dave Caldwell
John Werner
Janice Cuba
Rhonda Nalley
Sherry Reed

FINANCE:

Rhonda Nalley, Larry Sark,
Donna Kleinlein, Janice Cuba,
John Werner, Trustee, Bill
Erlenbush, Dave Caldwell
TRUSTEES

Andre McNaught, Darla
Lanchester, Jon Soelde, Mac
Fuller, Craig Solvie, Ken
Garling, Suzann Erlenbush

Ginger Campbell PPRC:

Etta Whitted
Donna Clark
Peggy Sark

Janice Cuba
Jon Spelde

Tim Riley, Glenda Walsh, Larry
Sark, Brent Ward, Becky
Duncan, Jean Riordan
NOMINATIONS

Jamie Ward, Ed Clark, Jan
Holmes, Glenda Fike, Sherry
Riley

mhe Thanksgiving Eccumenical Service will be help Sunday,

hosting the event.

ovember 19 at 7Jpm. This year St. Mary’s Church will be




