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DO WNS UMC 
NEWSLETTER 

 IN THIS STORY OF MOSES FIGHT AND 
DEFEAT OF AMALEK ALL HAPPENED BECAUSE 
THE MAJOR CHARACTERS IN THE VICTORY 
ALL HAD THEIR JOBS TO DO.   NONE WERE 
MORE IMPORTANT..EVEN THOUGH MOSES 
WAS IN  CHARGE.  MOSES PART OF THE 
BATTLE WAS TO KEEP HIS ARMS RAISED.   
JOSHUA WAS TO LEAD THE ARMY AGAINST 
THE ENEMY.   AARON AND HUR WERE THERE 
TO MAKE SURE THAT MOSESÕ ARMS  DID NOT 
FALL DOWN. 
 THEY ALL HAD THEIR PART TO PLAY IN 
THE VICTORY OVER AMALEK.  BUT THE KEY 
INGREDIENT OF THE VICTORY WAS TO MAKE 
SURE THE ARMS OF MOSES DID NOT FALL 
DOWN.  THE SCRIPTURE TELLS US THAT 
WHENEVER HIS ARMS STARTED TO TIRE AND 
WOULD START TO DROP ÉAMALEK WOULD 
GAIN AND ADVANCE ON JOSHUA (VS 11)  
ÒWHEN HE (MOSES) LET HIS HANDS 
DOWN..AMALEK PREVAILEDÓ BUT AS SOON 
AS AARON AND HUR STABLIZED HIS ARMS 
JOSHUA WOULD RECOVER AND FINALLY 
DEFEATED THE ENEMY. (VS 11) ÒWHEN 
MOSES HELD HIS HANDS UP ..THEN ISRAEL 
PREVAILEDÓ AND (13) SO JOSHUA 
OVERWHELMED AMALEK AND HIS PEOPLE 
WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD.Ó 
  IN THIS SCRIPTURE WE SEE SOME KEYS 
TO VICTORY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF TEAM 
WORK. (1)EACH PERSON WHO IS PART OF 
THE TOTAL PLAN GOD HAS IN PLACE FOR US. 
(2)WE NEED TO STAND TOGETHER AND RAISE 
OUR HANDS WHEN THERE IS A BATTLE 
BEFORE US.  (3)WE MUST TRUST EACH 
PERSON AND BELIEVE THEY WILL DO THE 
TASK SET BEFORE THEM. (4)WE MUST MAKE 
SURE THAT GOD IS THE ONE TELLING US TO 
DO THE TASK. (5)WHEN PICKING PERSONS 
FOR THE BATTLE MAKE SURE THEY ARE 

ÒIMPORTANCE OF WORKING 
TOGETHERÓ  EXODUS 17:  8-13 
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COMMITED TO THE VERY END.  (6)YOU MUST 
TRUST THE LEADER AND HAVE PEOPLE AROUND 
HIM OR HER  LIKE AARON AND HUR THAT WILL 
STAND BY HIS OR HER SIDE AS MOSES DID TO MAKE 
SURE   HIS ARMS WILL STAY RAISED TO ENSURE 
VICTORY. 
 IN THIS EACH PERSON HAS TO SHOULDER 
SOME RESPONSIBILITY..GIVE WORDS OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT AND KEEP OUR LEADERS IN 
PRAYER.   
 I PRAY THAT YOU WILL ALL HAVE A GREAT 
AND FUNFILLED SUMMER AND TO ALSO SEE YOU 
ALL IN CHURCH.  
 

Ju ne  2 00 6  
Vol u me  1 5 ,  Issue  6  

 

By Pastor Curt 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

If  you are receiving t his newslet ter  by 
regular  mail and can receive it  

elect ronically, please email Janice at : 
off icedumc@j uno.com 

This helps save t he cost of  producing 
the newslet ter.   Thanks! 
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Downs UMC Newsletter 

1  Dave Bach 
2  Tara Cox 
2  Dan Walsh 
3  Chelsea St ark 
3  Kelsey Spelde 
6  Jan Turnbull 
8  Kate McNeese 
10 Ray Prosser 
11 Megan McNaught  
13 Bob Turnbull 
14 Barb Will iams 
14 Rosella Young 
14 Kate Riley 
17 Guy Campbell 
19 Lauren Walters 
23 Connie Zumwalt  
24 Corey Riordan 
25 Tracy Campbell 

June Birthdays 

Church Conference Meet ing 
May 7, 2006 
Downs Unit ed Methodist  Church 
 
Call t o Order at  11:45 AM. 
Open with prayer by Keit h Zimmerman 
Tim Mikel addressed t he congregat ion. 
 
Tim read t he recommendat ion by t he Trustees t hat  Downs 
UMC purchase approximately 14 acres located direct ly East  
of t he Tri-Valley Middle School and South of US Rt . 150 at  
$10,000 per acre. 
Discussion: 

1. Grant  money from conference Ð no st rings at tached.  
No t ime rest rict ion on purchase of land at  this t ime. 

2. $140,000 approximate purchase price Ð no 
f inancing.   Approximately $354,000 available from 
the ÒBuilding on our Fait h CampaignÓ 

3. The only negat ive brought  to t he Trustees was the 
farmer who worked t he land.   He ment ioned t hat  
we should be aware of a possible drainage problem 
that  we would need t o consider when building. 

4. All  Trustees recommended t his propert y.   The vote 
by t he Ad Council was unanimous wit h no 
dissent ion. 

5. Issue of t he land not  having access to a main road 
(landlocked).   Trustees will  approach t he sale with 
an easement  to Route 150. 

6. Shared parking and drive with t he School Dist rict  
would be a long t erm agreement .  This wil l be 
determined at  the next  Board of Educat ion Meet ing 
on 5/ 15.  If  this arrangement  cannot  be agreed 
upon,  t he mat t er wi ll be brought  back to t he 

 

Days to Celebrate! 

 

25 Jackie Spelde 
26 Allison Wells 
27 Craig Solvie 
28 Sue Colclasure 
28 Shari Riley 
30 Keith Simpson 
 

Church Members. 
7. Unt il  the building of t he church, income on 

propert y wi ll  go to t he Church and must  
remain on t he tax roll.  

8. Conference recommends 10 acres.  
Therefore, 14 acres wil l meet  t hat  
requirement . 

9. The School Dist rict  and the Trustees do not  
foresee a problem wit h sharing a parking lot  
based on the t imes of act ivi t ies. 

10. Member of t he Board of Educat ion stated t hat  
all feedback from the Board is posit ive. 

11. Approximately 120 parking spaces. 
12. Alt ernate propert y would be 22 acres across 

Route 150.   Owner does not  want  to break 
that  property into smal ler sect ions. 

13. We do not  have t he details for tying into t he 
Downs water system. 

14. The Board of Educat ion contacted t heir 
lawyers to clari fy separat ion of Church and 
State.   The lawyers indicated t hat  t here 
would not  be any problem. 

15. The Trustees will  get  more details on t he 
annexat ion t o Downs i f  t his is required 
and/ or necessary. 

Vote was taken.  Results:  65 Total  Votes               
   57 Yes Votes  8 No Votes 
Recommendat ion carried. 
Results were announced. 
Meet ing adj ourned 12:30 PM 
Respect ful ly submit t ed, 
Lyn Edwards, Secretary 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UMW is down to their  last case of  Cookbooks.  
This cookbook is a combination of  pr ior  cookbooks along 
with new recipes at the time of  pr int ing.  DonÕt miss out!   
When they are gone they are gone.  Cost is $12.00 each 

Check those closets,  
basements,  recycl ing bins (and 
wal lets)!   It's VBS Craft time 
again!!   Things we could use: 
*Shoeboxes (or other boxes 
wi th lids) 
*Jars (all si zes fr om baby food 
on up!) 
*Brown paper bags (any size) 
*Fine Sandpaper (unused!) 
 *Smal l brightl y colored bath 
towel s or large hand towels 
 *Brightl y colored fabric 
 *Ribbon and/or Elasti c cord 
 *Donati ons for Miscellaneous 
craft supplies (cr aft foam, 
permanent mar kers, foam 
board, foam sti ckers, acryl ic 
gems, etc. ) 
Please contact Dawn Rami rez if 
you have any of these items or 
questi ons~  
rami rez@prairieinet.net / 475-
9126 
 
  
 

 
 

Ad Board Minutes   by Lyn Edwards 

4 Rod & Glenda Fike 
12 John & Joyce Werner 
19 Kyle & Kari Cooperider 
20 Tim & Shari Riley 
21 Wayne & Barb Will iams 
22 Gary & Donna Adkisson 
25 Bob & Jan Turnbull 
25 Ken & Sally Wagner 
28 Joe & Shelly Gibson 
29 Ryan & Cindy Abbot  

June Anniversaries 
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June 2006 Mission Minutes 
We collected $213.56 in the May mission buckets.  We will give $350 to Donna Thomas for her work with the 
homeless. 
 
This summer Jill Wilsey will be going on a mission trip to Lima, Peru.  She will leave July 24th and return 
home August 7th.  LetÕs begin praying for Jill and the ministry they will be doing while she is there.  We will 
donate $500 for her trip. 
 
We have talked to Midwest Distribution Center about taking the extra medical equipment that we have 
stored.  We will keep a few of the items.  They will send the equipment (crutches, walkers, commodes, etc) 
to places that need them.  I f anyone has a truck or some way to haul them to Chatham, I llinois, please 
contact Pam.     Thanks, again, for helping to do GodÕs work! 

 

 

 

By Pam Rush 
 
 

 
 

 

Trustees Meeting Minutes Downs United Methodi st Church May 1, 2006 
 Pres ent: Jon Spelde, Curt Rush, Darla Lanchester, Ken Garling, Suzann Erlenbush, Andre 
McNaught 
 Curt opened with prayer. 
 Old Busines s: 
 Approval of Meeting Minutes: Ken made a motion we approve the minutes from April with the 
following change: Change Òtop fiveÓ to Òtop threeÓ in the paragraph under the heading Building 
Construction. Andre seconded. Motion carried. 
 New Busines s: 
 Work Orders: 
 Signs directing people to our church: There are three different kinds, but no double-sided 
signs. The consensus was design #4 with dimensions 24Ó x 25Ó at $109 each. We discussed 
putting up a sign at the intersection of Rt 150 and Seminary instead of Dooley/800N and Rt 
150 and Washington instead of on the LeRoy-Lexington blacktop. (We can consider putting 
one on the LeRoy-Lexington blacktop later for the Dawson Lake campers.) These two signs 
will catch both eastbound and westbound traffic. The portion of the signs with the directions on 
it can be spray-painted over or modified by a sign shop when the new church is built. 
 Parsonage basement: All finished. Back-up pump has been purchased and installed for about 
$160. 
 Church ramp gate: This has been finished. Thanks, Lyndall! 
 Annex sink: Curt has purchased the parts and will repair. 
 Building Const ruction: 
 May 7 Proper ty Vote: Note from Trustees to congregation regarding vote went out to all 
church attendees. Discussed voting form. It will be simple majority of those members showing 
up on that day. Children are considered members if theyÕve completed confirmation class and 
joined the church. Jon will ask Tim Mikel, Ad Board Chairperson, to say a few words before 
the vote. 
 Tenant of Proposed Proper ty: Discussed current cash-rent tenant for the 13.7 acres we are 
interested in purchasing. We would probably not interfere with the current contract, and just 
take a credit from them, if we bought the property 
 Signs for Propos ed Proper ty (after church is built): Discussed the possibility of signs, and 
where they might be located, for the new building. 
 Memor ial Money: We discussed the disposition of $20,000 of memorial money that was willed to 
us for Òcapital improvements.Ó Jon will discuss this money with the family. 
Adjournment: Andre made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Suzann seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned 7:38 pm. 
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ÒTo catch the readerÕs attention, 

place an interesting sentence or 

quote from the story here.Ó 

Peoria Chiefs vs Burlington 
Bees with Avalon Concert  
immediately fo llowing. 

Group rates of $13.10 per person available 
if  we have 20 or more people.  The of f ice 
must  know by June 11 i f you are going in 
order t o get  the rate.  The rate includes 
the game and concert  fee. 

 

 

AVALON is t he 
Grammy nominated 
Christ ian 
Cont emporary Vocal 
Group present ed by 
the Peoria Chiefs, 
Berean Bookstores 
and WCIC. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Vacat ion Bible School is 
scheduled for June 26-30. 
Times are 9:00-11:00.  
Ages:  Preschool-6th grade 
Help is st ill needed: 
-People t o shepherd the children 
from area to area 
-Music Leader 
-Sr. High to be in Story Skit  
-Someone in charge of  snacks 

 

 

Fr iday, June 30t h 
OÕBrien Field 
Gates Open 5:30 pm 
Game Time 6:30 pm 

 

Check your 
calendars and make 
plans today for this 

event !  
 

¥ UMW Meets t he 2nd Sunday of the month for 
breakfast  at  7:30am.  All ladies of t he church are 
welcome.  No meet ing in July and August . 

¥ Sunday School classes for Preschool through 
adults every Sunday at  9:15am 

¥ Angel Choir pract ices every Monday night  at  
5:00pm Grades K and up.  They take the summer 
off. 

¥ Praise Band pract ices each Tuesday night  at  
6:30pm 

¥ Family Night  has been Wednesday nights.   Taking 
the summer of f. 

¥ DUMC PlayersÑDrama group                                              
DUMC ChoirÑSinging 2nd service 1st Sunday each 
month.  Pract ices for summer are at  10:10 on that  
Sunday. 

¥ Youth GroupsÑTaking Summer off                                        
Bible StudyÑTaking Summer off 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Programs at  Downs UMC 
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Thank You June Volunteers 

Announcement read to congregation on May 28th. 
 
 Good morning, for those of you that arenÕt familiar with me, my 
name is Brent Ward and I am the Chair of the Pastor Parrish Relations 
Committee. 
 It is with a heavy heart that I come before you this morning.  I 
met with Pastor Curt on Thursday afternoon and met over the phone 
with the district Superintendent Keith Zimmerman shortly there after. 
 In these meetings it was revealed to me, and it is my duty to 
inform you, that Bishop Christopher has appointed Pastor Curt and Pam 
to the Evangelical Methodist Church in Mt. Carmel, Il,effective July first 
of this year. 

 Some of you may have already received a letter from Pastor 

Curt and Pam that was sent on Friday according to the wishes of 

Superintendent Zimmerman.  This letter explains Pastor Curt and PamÕs 

emotional reaction to this decision.  We need to keep them in our 

thoughts and prayers as they work through this difficult transition in a 

very short period of time. 

 As a congregation we need to express our gratitude to Pastor 

Curt and Pam for the work they have done in our church.  They will be 

sorely missed in our church, in our schools and in our community.  The 

PPRC is making arrangements for a reception that will be held to 

express our gratitude to Curt and Pam. 

 At this time, the identity of our new pastor has not been 

revealed to us due to confidentiality. However, I have been assured that 

 

  

 

Power Point  Operators 
 8:00 am Ser vice 10:30 am Ser vice 
4    Rhonda Nal ley Robb Er lenbush 
11    Sue Colclasure Laura Walt ers 
18    Jake Nalley Tom Coulon 
25    John Fisher  CAN YOU HELP? 

GREETERS 10:30 am Service 
4 Michelle Forbes, Fred Myers,  Sherry Reed 
11 Tim Riley Family 
18 Tom Coulon Family 
25 Rick Hayes Family 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NURSERY SCHEDULE 
       10:30am Service 
4  Dee Dahms 
11  Brian & Janelle Zachow 
18  Dawn Ramirez 
25  Karyn Spelde 

Pastor Parrish Relations Committee By Brent Ward, Chairperson 

 

 
 

Bishop Christopher has already made a selection on our behalf 
and Superintendent Keith Zimmerman has assured the PPRC 
that this individual will be a Ògood FitÓ for the needs of our 
church. 
 More information will be shared with the PPRC and in 
turn with the congregation in the near future.  I would ask that 
you open your hearts and your minds during this transition and 
allow God to work in each of us.  At this time I would anticipate 
many of you will be shocked and saddened by Pastor Curt and 
PamÕs departure, emotions are human, but I urge you to 
channel your emotions towards a positive showing of gratitude 
towards Pam and Curt and the tremendous work they have 
done here in the name of the Lord. 
 Although these decisions are made by our superiors 
within the Methodist organization, we must believe that God is 
present and actively working in each of these decisions.  It is 
not appropriate for us to question GodÕs plan, but it is our duty 
to live each day in accordance with His will. 
 Please keep all affected parties in your prayers.  Pray 
for Curt and Pam as they leave Downs United Methodist 
Church for Mt. Carmel.  Pray for our congregation as we deal 
with the loss of our Pastor.  And finally, pray that we will 
receive our new pastor with open hearts and open minds. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

June Happenings 
Sunday,June 4  Communion 
   Choir  Sings 2nd service   
   Pract ice is at  10:10am 
Monday, June 5  6:00 Trustees 
Tuesday, June 6  6:30 Praise Band 
Sunday, June 11  UMW at  ShannonÕs 7:15 am 
   Golden Cross 
Tuesday, June 13 6:30 Praise Band 
Sunday, June 18  Drama video 
   FatherÕs Day 
Tuesday, June 20 6:30 Praise Band 
Fr iday,  June 23  Fellowship Hall in use 
Saturday, June 24 Fellowship Hall in use 
Sunday, June 25  2:00 4H Meet ing 
Monday, June 26- 
Fr iday,  June 30  VBS 9:00-11:00am daily 
Tuesday, June 27 6:30 Praise Band 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ITEMS BEING COLLECTED FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE.  
PASTOR CURT WILL NEED BY WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7 
 
Health Kits 
1 comb (not pocket, rat-tail or pic) 
1 hand towel (not bath towel or kitchen towel) 
1 wash cloth 
1 fingernail clipper (no nail files or emery boards) 
1 bar of soap (3 oz. or larger) 
1 toothbrush (adult sized, sealed in original package) 
1 tube toothpaste (4.5 oz or larger) 
6 band-aids (in a rubber band) 
Place in a gallon size zip lock bag 
  
Children's School Bags 
3 spiral notebooks (8 1/2 X11), 70 pages, wide rule 
3 stick-type pens 
3 pencils (unsharpened, without advertising or pictures) 
1 pencil sharpener 
1 eraser (1" x 2" size) 
1 ruler (12" size with metric) 
1 protractor (with metric) 
1 box 24 "Crayola" brand crayons (put box in zip closure bag) 
1 pair of blunt school scissors 
  
Canned food 
Vegetables fruit soup 
For Kumler Neighborhood Ministries, Springfield, and other 
food ministries 
 



 

Ad Board Chairperson:   Tim Mikel   
Recording Secretary:  Lyn Edwards 
Finance Chairperson:   John Werner       
Lay Leadership Secretary:  Jamie Ward        
PPRC Chairperson:  Brent  Ward         
Lay Leader:    Dave Caldwell   
Lay Member to Confer. :  John Werner   
Treasurer:    Janice Cuba   
Financial Secretary:   Rhonda Nalley  
Nurture Chairperson: Sherry Reed        
Out reach Chairperson: Pam Rush            
Witness Chairperson: Et ta Whit ted        
UMW President :   Donna Clark         
Youth Director:   Peggy Stark         
Camping Coordinator:  Pastor Curt            
Church Secretary:   Janice Cuba 

2006 Offi cial Role (Positi ons being Served) Downs UM C 
102 S. Seminary St.   PO Box 49 

Downs, IL  61736-0049 

Phone/Fax: 
309-378-2651 

E-Mai l: 
Pastor Curt downsumc@juno.com    
Secretary officedumc@juno.com 

WeÕre on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.downsumc.org 

Hour s:   
Tuesday-Thursday 

 8:30 am Ð 10:30 am  
A fternoons When Needed 

Downs UMC 
102 S. Seminary St.               
PO Box 49 
Downs, IL  61736-0049 

 

FINANCE: 
Rhonda Nalley, Larry Stark, 
Donna Kleinlein 
Janice Cuba, John Werner,  
Trustee, 
Bil l Erlenbush, Dave Caldwell 
TRUSTEES: 
Andre McNaught , Darla 
Lanchest er 
Jon Spelde, Mac Fuller 
Craig Solvie, Ken Garling, 
Suzann Erlenbush 
PPRC: 
Tim Riley, Glenda Walsh, Larry 
Stark, Brent  Ward, Becky  
Jean Riordan 
NOMINATIONS: 
Jamie Ward, Ed Clark, Jan 
Holmes, Glenda Fike, Sherry 
Riley 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We current ly need a Power Point  Operator 
on the 4th Sunday of  each month for 2nd 
Service.   When we f il l this posit ion,  all the 
services will be covered.  Please pray about  
this and see if  this is where God needs you 
to serve.  Janice will be more than happy t o 
t rain you!  Please cont act  her at  378-2651 or 
of f icedumc@j uno.com 

 

 


